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December, 2011
FROM THE EAST

Sorry, if the Trestle Board is out a little later than I wanted it to be.  I’m sending you this while I’m in Hawaii so I will make this short.  MOCHIP is scheduled for December 3rd from 10 AM-2 PM.   We will be having the event at the Methodist Church in Kimberling City in hopes of getting a better attendance and help is needed, so if you can attend please do so.  Our Christmas Party is scheduled for December 17th from 1 PM – 3 PM at our lodge.  Again help is needed and we can always use plenty of cookies.  There will be no stated meeting on the 27th of December due to Christmas.  Below listed is our calendar.  I wish all a Merry Christmas.

                                   Fraternally, John Elmore, Worshipful Master

While fending off cowans and eavesdroppers, I wondered about the origin of the Tyler’s sword.
The sword was part of the initial Lodge regalia received from the Hale City Missouri Lodge #216.  The AOUW inscription stands for the Ancient Order of the United Workers.  This organization was founded by John Jordan Upchurch, a freemason, in Meadville, Pennsylvania in 1868 and was the first of the fraternal benefit societies to provide life insurance to its members.

The society evolved into the Pioneer Mutual Life Insurance Company, then the American United Life Insurance and now is part of One America.  The Canadian AOUW lodges were acquired by the Independent Order of Foresters in 1926.
Upchurch as a freemason, incorporated various traditions of freemasonry into the local lodges, (branches), regalia and initiation ceremonies.  The emblems and symbols used by the AOUW in their rituals and initiation ceremonies are steeped in Masonic attributes, featuring the All-Seeing Eye, the Holy Bible, Anchor and Square and Compasses, over which the motto “Charity, Hope and Protection” are displayed. 
The sword dates back to at least 1925 and maybe further since the Hale City Lodge was chartered in 1893. The manufacturer’s name dates the sword to between 1882 and 1925.

And if you are having trouble with cowans, eavesdroppers, or (teenage daughter’s boyfriends), you can buy an AOUW ceremonial sword on e-Bay for $125-$300.
Bro. John Richmond, Tyler
DATE

TIME


EVENT______________________________

11-29-11
7:00 PM

Special Communication: 2nd Degree – Timothy Bass

12-03-11           10 AM- 2 PM

MOCHIP at Methodist Church, Kimberling City 
12-13-11
7:00 PM 
             Stated Communication (Meal Served at 6:00 PM)
12-17-11           1 PM- 3 PM 

Christmas Party at our Lodge 
12-20-11
7:00 PM

Special Communication: 3rd Degree – Timothy Bass
                                                                  (Meal at 6:00 PM)

FROM THE WEST
Brethren, I was fortunate enough to spend three weeks in the eastern states during the latter part of October and the first part of November.  I had an experience that I think everyone should have.  I boarded the Mayflower II. It is a replica of the Mayflower that brought the Pilgrims to the New World.  The Mayflower was only 113 feet long and about 45 feet wide.  When I went below the main deck I was astonished by the cramped, dark and dank quarters that the Pilgrims lived in during that perilous trip.  The ocean storms blew them five hundred miles off course, they experienced sickness, landed in a strange unsettled area and half of them died the first year they were there. However, through their collective efforts and working together their meager efforts brought forth this great nation.  As I basked in the sun, while sitting on the gunnels of the small vessel, looking toward the beauty of the surrounding area and as I drove all around from Plymouth Rock, to New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine and back through the beautiful states and marvelous cities of the east, there seemed to be a very strong message that can be applied to our Masonic Lodge.  We have had many Brothers dedicate many hours of hard work to bring about our beautiful lodge.  Working together as a group, like the Pilgrims did, we can make a great lodge grow bigger and better.  In order to carry on our continued growth we must work together.  The basic part of Masonry is working together and working together means being together. Unfortunately, the realization of growing is diminished by absenteeism of brothers attending meetings.  Times are tough; money and spare time are short in many brothers’ abode.  Money and hard times have always existed through man’s tenure in his life, but attending a meeting does not take a lot of money and time is very profitable as you will find many brothers there to share your concerns, wishes and wellbeing.  The time at the lodge is a time of thanksgiving for every-thing we can do together as well as what we can do for someone else.  I hope to see you in our Lodge soon as we have a lot of desire to work together, help our brothers and continue to grow. 
See you at Lodge soon!

Rob Fuqua, Senior Warden

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

Brethren, the dues notices for 2012 have been mailed.  Please try and help our P.A.D. and other charities.  Just a reminder, PLEASE try and return dues to me by December 31, 2011
Fraternally yours,  Lloyd Root, Secretary
